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Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University
Institute of Classical, Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies

Students’ Xl International Conference
“Contemporaneity of Antiquity”

The conference is dedicated to the 85th anniversary of the birth of the
renowned Georgian Classicist, TSU Professor Emeritus, Academician,
Corresponding Member of the Saxon Academy of Sciences, and founder
of TSU Institute of Classical, Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies
Rismag Gordeziani.

PROGRAMME

May 14-16, 2025
Thilisi
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Conference Organizing Committee:

Dr. Irine Darchia, Associate Professor, Deputy Head of the Insti-
tute (Chair)

Dr. Nana Tonia, Professor, Chair of the Department of Classics
Mariam Kaladze, PhD Student in Classics

Anna Berishvili, PhD Student in Modern Greek Philology
Ekaterine Kvirkvelia, PhD Student in Classics

Giorgi Barnabishvili, MA Student of “Ancient Languages and Civ-
ilizations”

Beka Gkelasvili, Bachelor Student in Classics
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Conference Sessions:

| Session — Topical Issues of Classics

I Session — Ancient History

Il Session — Reception of Antiquity

IV Session — Linguistics of Classical Languages

V Session — Topical Issues of Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies

Time Limit: Paper — 20 minutes, Discussion — 10 minutes

Conference will be held at TSU VIII Building and online, via ZOOM

Conference Venue: |. Chavchavadze Ave.13, TSU VIII Building, Room
220

ZOOM link:
Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89716064383?pwd=YW4veUFiZORuYk-
FqZEx6 WmtPckYvQT09

Meeting ID: 897 1606 4383
Passcode: 784685




14 May, 2025
14 350bn, 2025

I Session: Topical Issues of Classics

I bggzos: gemsbogao goemmenmaoab sg@ysemyo b ombgdo
Room N 220 / sgeon@mtios N 220

Chair: Prof. Nana Tonia
0533 %0mM336M7: 3MMe3. babs Bmbas
Co-Chair: Mariam Kaladze

056501333 %M33Mg: ©MJGMMbEG0 JoMnsd Jomady

® 12.00 — 12.30: Opening of the Conference /3mbggfMgb300b
asbLbs

® 12.30 - 13.00: 60bm a396983dg (0md@mEbE NS, s3030 BgM-
goeab babgmdBogm Mbngg@bodgdn, badstmazgmm)
“39039000m05 080 306(3... 994356100” 369 Loygzsmmom dg4dbogmo
badygsmm 3gbomgl “mgmambosda”

e 12.30 — 13.00: Nino Gvenetadze (PhD Student, Kutaisi State Uni-
versity, Georgia)

“Fortunate is the one who... is loved”, i.e. a World Created by Love in
Hesiod’s Theogony

@ 13.00 - 13.30: gomMgn gogdnbady (@mJ@mEeb@nms, 53530 6gM-
goeab LabgmdBogm ¢Mbngg@bodgdn, badstmzgmm)

3m9Bgd0 ©d Mma3mg@gdn: demggbabmnals dndmommgznl dme-
3560 d0demommg 3ogdo

e 13.00 — 13.30: Giorgi Chichinadze (PhD Student, Kutaisi State Uni-
versity, Georgia)

10



Poets and Non-poets: Prominent Librarians of the Library of Alexan-
dria

e 13.30 - 14.00: 3605 dgemmgbmgs (35 30magmnsdn, mdoemabol
babgmdbogm MboggMmbo@gdn, bagstmggemm)

3o 30b ol (30390m6ob “94bmEMondgdal” 3scmmbo ©s
gombo

e 13.30 — 14.00: Daria Belousova (Bachelor Student, Thilisi State
University, Georgia)

The Pathos and Ethos of Marcus Tulius Cicero’s Exordiums
14.00 - 15.00: Break / dgbgqbgds

e 15.00 - 15.30: 60bm mmmMbGo (M GMMbEB MM, Mdormabo
babgmdboggm MboggMbndgdn, bagstmggemm)

3@3@o(300b dgomoals godmygbgds sb@n3mGn mo@gfMod b
LBaggdals 3m(39Ldo

e 15.00 — 15.30: Nino Glonti (PhD Student, Thilisi State University,
Georgia)

Using the Method of Adaptation in Teaching Ancient Literature

® 15.30 - 16.00: cmy3> (306090560 (0mdB™ME6EGMs, mdomo-
bob Labgemdbogm MbaggMbod o, Lagstrmggmm)

sgdoemgsbo dmdnmb Bobssmdmga: Mo 3606303980 a5bsbbgsz9dL
9303996 330 LodnEonbasb

e 15.30 — 16.00: Luka Tsindeliani (PhD Student, Thilisi State Univer-
sity, Georgia)

Achilles’ against Bushido: The Principal Differences Between a Samu-
rai and an Epic Hero

e 16.00 — 16.30: Gabriela Canazart (PhD Student,University of Sao
Paulo, Brazil)

Forged Singularity: Achilles’ Arms in the lliad

11



® 16.00 — 16.30: a5dMngms 3565bDaMG0 (mJ@MMbE NG, Lob
3ommmb ¢6039Mb0G 980, dMsbaemas)

»359mggomn aobbsmommgdymmds: sdomggbol gomo “amaos-
530"

16.30 - 17.00: Break / dgbgq6gds

Il Session: Ancient History
Il bggz0s: 363N Ladysmmb abGmeas
Room N 220/ so@mtos N 220

Chair: Prof. Levan Gordeziani
053d%M336Mg: 3MmMe. Mg356 gmEgbosbo
Co-Chair: MA Student Giorgi Barnabishvili
03650333 % mM3sMg: J530LEM6E)0 gomMan dombadndznemn

e 17.00 - 17.30: b33 dogo3560560 (M J@mEMob@m@s, aemasl
babgmdbogm MbogaMbo@gdn, bagstmggmm)

d0M0s@)g VI 93358 mM0 Mmg356 3mmyyol Mm3sb “GontMowsdgl”
dabgz0m

@ 17.00 —17.30: Zurab Machavariani (PhD Student, llia State Univer-
sity, Georgia)

Mithridates VI Eupator According to Levan Gotua’s Novel Mithridates

e 17.30 — 18.00: Luis Alejandro Castro Mcausland (BA student, La
Sabana University, Colombia)

Sustainability and the Fall of the Western Roman Empire: Lessons for
the 21st Century

12



® 17.30 — 18.00: cmgab Semgbabomm 35bGMm 35339bmmsbn (35 30-
5360580, 5 Ldsbsb YboggMbndg@n, 3menddas)

3aMon gob30m3Mgds s abegmgo Mmdolb 033gMnnl a(393s:
3533900960 21-g Loy 360bmgals

May 15, 2025
15 3s0bn, 2025

Ill Session: Reception of Antiquity

11 bggzos: 36@03NMHMBAb Mg(39%(30% Abmggemom emEn@msdo
Room N 220 / sgo0@mtos N 220

Chair: Assoc. Prof. Ketevan Nadareishvili
033d%M33M9: SbM(3. 3MMA. Jgg396 basmgndgaemo
Co-Chair: MA Student Giorgi Barnabishvili
03650339 mM3sMy: J530LEM6E0 gomMan docbasdndzaemn

e 11.00 - 11.30: SHI Xiaoyun (MA Student, Nagoya University, Japan)

Fate and Agency: A Comparative Analysis of Hector’s Character in
Homer’s lliad and the Film Troy (2004)

® 11.00 - 11.30: do 3nsmanba (3530LEMG M, bagmasl mboggm-
Lo&g®0, ne3mbos)

3g00bbgfs s oMhg3ob0l megobagmgds: 3gd@meol 3g@mbm-
bagolb 3gemgdomon sbamnbdo 3mIgmmbol “amoswsbs” s goend
“&mmoaly” dobggoo (2004)

e 11.30 — 12.00: Olha Yefremova (PhD Student, Mariupol State Uni-
versity, Ukraine)

The Homeric Epic about Penelope and the Specificity of its Transfor-
mation in Kostas Varnalis’ Novel “The diary of Penelope”

13



® 11.30 — 12.00: men3s gg6gdm3s (mJ@m@sbEn®s, datnmdm-
ol ¢b0396b0G 9@ 0, ¢36M5069)

39bg9emm3g 3m3gmmbol g3mbdo s dobo GESBLEMMIs(300L Mo3-
abgdmMgdgdo 3mbGob goMbamabol HmIsbadn ,,3969mm3gl mag-
0"

e 12.00 — 12.30: Daliya Nenova (BA Student, University of St. Kli-
ment Ohridski, Bulgaria)

The Transformation of Hades and his Myth in Modern Storytelling -
From Ancient Dread to Romantic Archetype

® 12.00 — 12.30: cdemns bgbmgs (dozomagmns@o, 63. 3mndgbs
m3M0b 3ol Lobgmmdal bogg@mbodg@o, dymasmgomon)

3509b0bs s dabo Jomolb GEMebbRMMIs(305 MbsdgrMmgg bofo-
&0390 - 9d3z9emabo dndnwsb HmMIS6E0 M s dg@n3s3wy

e 12.30 — 13.00: Anna Sava (BA Student, University of Bucharest,
Romania)

Self and Time: a Story in Modern Colors

® 12.30 - 13.00: 3665 Lags (85 35mo3M058)0, ddomgb@al mbaggm-
Lo®g&n, My3nbgon)

D3003YMBSEMBS S EMM: 333530 M8bs3gMmM39 BgMqddn

13.30 - 14.00: Break / dgbgq6gds

e 13.30 - 14.00: gomMan 33665803300 (353068680, Mmdao-
Lol Labgemdbogm MbaggMbo@g@o, badstmggmm)

9bdoemgl “b3sMmbgmagdol” Mg30306gds 3.6. Bgemol “3gmaoblbs” s
3. bgema@mbob b3gd@ogm “L3sMbgmagddan” (Bbs@gzemmn s abGm-

oo sb3gd@gon)
e 13.30 — 14.00: Giorgi Barnabishvili (Ma Student, Thilisi State Uni-
versity, Georgia)

Reception of Aeschylus “Persians” in P.B. Shelley’s “Hellas” and P. Sel-
lar’s Play “Persians” (Literary and Historical Aspects)

14



IV Session: Linguistics of Classical Languages

IV bgggos: gemsbngymn 9bgd0b mabazabgngs
Room N 220 / sgeon@mtns N 220

Chair: Assoc. Prof. lamze Gagua
0339%M35Mg: Sbm(3. 30IM3. 053Dg 3og4)S
Co-Chair: BA Student Beka Gkelasvili
®5bomd33K%MA5MY: d5 3omagMns@nl LB Mwgb@n
69d> ageredzomo

e 14.00 - 14.30: Beka Gkelasvili (BA Student, Thilisi State University,
Georgia)

The Theory of the Arbitrariness of the Linguistic Sign in Classical
Greece

e 14.00 — 14.30: 3gd> agemadgzaman (ds3omaztns@n, mdomobol
babgmdBoggm MboggMmbndg@n, bogstmggemm)

96mdF030 60d6ol 3oMmdommdals mgmmns 3msobognmn 3gMomenls
badgMdbgmda

e 14.30 - 15.00: Elena Donadio (MA, Universita degli Studi di Geno-
va, ltaly)

P. Lit. Lond. 182: an Ancient téxvn ypopuatiky and its Points of Con-
tact with Scholarly Treatises

® 14.30 - 15.00: gemgbs embanm (3530L@Msb@)0, 39bmsb mbaggm-
Lo@&9®0, 0Gomns)

P. Lit. Lond. 182: «dggmgbo Téxvn ypappatiki s dobo goms33gomol
Bg®@&nmgdo badg3b0gMm GFMsd8o@gdosb

® 15.00 — 15.30: 5emygLabomg es3dgMndy (3535360580, mdo-
mobo babgmdBogm 1boggmbodg@n, badsmnggmm)

15



396099d@0b Bomdmgds gmdolb gom@mdsggdoom msmabambs s
dggm 396 dbyyem 9b9ddon

e 15.00 — 15.30: Alexandre Tavberidze (BA Student, Thilisi State Uni-
versity, Georgia)

Formation of the Perfect Tense by Reduplication of the Steam in Latin
and Ancient Greek Languages

© 15.30-16.00: 60 3memmD 3939633300 (35 30300580, doro-
Lo Labgdbogm MboggMbodg@o, Lagstmggmm)
M9mog0n@-30mEOge  dodsmmgdsms  sbabzabomgol  dgm-
dbgyem-9dMamm gbmdMag dsMamgmgddo

e 15.30 — 16.00: Nikoloz Beberashvili (BA Student, Thilisi State Uni-
versity, Georgia)

Cultural and Religious Correspondences Between the Linguistic Par-
allels of Greek and Hebrew

16.00 - 16.30: Break / dgbggbgds

16



| Session: Topical Issues of Classics

I bggzos: gemsbogao goemmenmaonab 3g@gsemy@o b ombgdo
Room N 220 / sg00@mtos N 220

Chair: Assoc. Prof. Manana Pkhakadze
0339%0M336Mg: sbm (3. 3OMe3. Jobobs b 3odg
Co-Chair: BA Student Nino Karaulashvili

056501339 RMB3Mg: 65 3omagMna@nl LB b0 bobm yomaym-
sdg0mo

® 16.30 — 17.00: 60bm ystramsdgzomman (ds35mogMos@n, mdamo-
Lol Labgem3bogm MbaggMbod o, bagstrmggmm)

M0bbgob 860d369mmds 3memo@ngnmn 3OmE@gb@nbomgal bybgzob
“De Ira”-ls dobggoom

e 16.30 — 17.00: Nino Karaulashvili (BA Student, Thilisi State Univer-
sity, Georgia)

The meaning of Anger for Political Protest according to Seneca’s De
Ira

e 17.00 — 17.30: 356033 bmbady (ds35mmaz6ns@n, mdorobol
Labgmdbogm MboggMbn@gdn, badstmggemm)

®dg, Omam& (3 3300390006 bLoddmenm MGG N BoMmR0E 0

e 17.00 — 17.30: Mariam Nozadze (BA Student, Thilisi State Univer-
sity, Georgia)

Milk as a Symbol of Immortality in Orphic Tablets

e 17.30 — 18.00: 53> 335d30emn (b5 35magMns@n, mdorobol
babgmdbogm MbogaMbn@gdn, bogstmggmm)

0mb Modomymo 30 3o

e 17.30 — 18.00: Lasha Takashvili (BA Student, Thilisi State Universi-
ty, Georgia), The Ritual Practice of Dido

17



e 17.30 — 18.00: 356053 33emadg (@mJGMMbGMMs, mdomabol
babgmdboggm MboggMmbn@gdn, bagstmggemm)

»,3900g5" XIX Logzmbol JoGormm L3960dg Jomms MBmgdgdol-
»30Lb 8O dmeal 3mb@ gL do

e 17.30 — 18.00: Mariam Kaladze (PhD Student, Thilisi State Univer-
sity, Georgia),

Staging ‘Medea’ in 19th-Century, Georgia: Theatre and the Women’s
Rights Movement

May 16, 2025
16 ds0bn, 2025

V Session: Topical Issues of Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies
V bgdzns: 30D368nbab@nzabs s bgmamgsab@nzab sd@ysmuma
Ls30mbgdn
Room N 220/ so@mtos N 220

Chair: Prof. Tina Dolidze
053d%M336Mg: 36mMe3. 010bs mMEndg
Co-Chair: BA Student Tsotne Iremadze

03650333 % MI3MYg: 35 35m336058)0L bGMgbGo (3mEbg
0Mgdady

® 12.00 - 12.30: 336035 §00156335-tmmdg560dg (0mdmE68 Mo,
»doemabob babgmdbogm mbagg@bo@ g, bajstmzggmmm)

63060s 356 3mD Bobatgdemols mo@mEmannl Lamdmmobdg@yzgmm
&9M30bmemmaonmo sbaemnbda dggemdg@mdbaym, memoba® s 3m3-
& bgmbsbymMgd by oyMmobmdom

18



e 12.00 — 12.30: Marika Chitanava-Lobjanidze (PhD Student, Thilisi
State University, Georgia)

The Theological and Terminological Analysis of the Liturgy of Saint
Mark the Evangelist Based on Ancient Greek, Latin, and Coptic Man-
uscripts

® 12.30 - 13.00: 03336 356d3gdodg (bd30magMas@n, mdomoabol
Labge3bogm Mbagg@bodgo, bagstrmggmm)

3bs6s30gMa J3bsmdol gosbdmgdabomgal dodman® 3mbdmenm-
30590 (63. dsboemn owabs s 63. gfogmen bmbgmal gabgag@o-
3060 0bbymgdgdab dobgogom)

e 12.30 - 13.00: Tamar Barbakadze (BA student, Thilisi State Univer-
sity, Georgia)

Understanding the Primordial Creation in Biblical Cosmology (Based
on the Exegetical Works of St. Basil the Great and St. Gregory of Nys-
sa)

13.00 - 13.30: Break / dgbgqbgds

Chair: Assoc. Prof. Ana Chikovani
053d%M336Mg: Sbm (3. 3OME. 8bs Angmgabo
Co-Chair: PhD Student Anna Berishvili
03650339 %M33Mg: ©MJGMEMbBG0 5665 dgMndgznemo

e 13.30 — 14.00: Ozlem Atay (PhD Student, University of Patras,
Greece)

Greek Author Thrasos Kastanakis and Istanbul

® 13.30 — 14.00: mbemgd 3050 (M dGmEbE M, 35&Mal 1bo-
396608 9&0, bLadgmdbgomon)

d96Mdgbo 538 ™m0 nMabmb 3oL obs3obo s bBeddmma

19



e 14.00 — 14.30: 6abm >G0 mdy3s (35 30msegMo, mdamobol bs-
bgmdbogm ¢bngg@mbo® g, bagstmzggmm)

0gmEmOH™b GgHdm3nmmbo - mGo 3sbogzqgbGo (boms dgbsddy
5 doonb dgbabgd)

e 14.00 - 14.30: Nino Artilakva (BA, Thilisi State University, Georgia)

Theodoros Terzopoulos - Two Manifests (On the Creation of Bridges
and on Myths)

® 14.30 - 15.00: 60b> amanhsdzoema (8s30msogM0s@n, mdorobol
babgmdboggm MboggMbndg@n, bogstmggemm)

0@ Jnm-d9&mdbmmo MHmoghommdgdals sbobgs dgmdbyem 3069-
3o@maMoxdo: mEn 9ol obGmEns gomn 303960l mdogd@n3zdn

e 14.30 - 15.00: Nina Gogichashvili (BA student, Thilisi State Univer-
sity, Georgia)

Representation of Greco-Turkish Relations in Greek Cinematography:
the History of Two Nations through one Lense

® 15.00: Closing of the Conference / 3mbggfgb300b sbuyMzs
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6obm sGnmay3zs

03969 xoz5b0d30mm0b bobgemmdol odocrobols bobgendbogm @mboggmbodgdn
(bojo(ﬁmgg@m)

09gmEmMmGML Ggmdm3ygmmbo — mMa dsbogqgbEn
(bogas 39bsgddg s dncab Jgbabyd)

dmblgbgds dggbgds mebsdgrommagg mgo@mab mambgmmao bam-
dmdsaqbmol, mgmEmmmb Egmdm3gmmbol m@ 3sboggb@l,
M3gmos MmaMadabn g3nmzgbol msmns dmgsmgmadgl.

h3960 dobabons go39(36mo Ladg(36ngEm dsbaggbEal s38mML
5 353050Mmm, Mmam® seagdzsdl Gghbdm3nmmbo domb, Mm-
amM(3 Mg9@Marnmco dgdmddgwgdal nbb@Mmdgb@b. Ms 3o3d0t0s
9b6B03nMm ©M3sbs s Mebsdgmmgg mgo@Mmb dmMalb? s stal
dabo 3sb0g3qbB0b doMomawo 3Gnb(3039d0 s Mmame gobbbzsgwg-
ds 0bnbo bbgs mgs@memumo dnamdgdabgsb?

6536m380l Jobsbos gogngmm, o ML dgMgds mge@Ma? do-
dob, GmEgbsy Yggmoxgmn gMmgazsmmgbrgds, dgmdmoas oy oMo
3sb, bowo gomb Lbgsbmsb, MEbmbmsb, 53me3bmdmsb?* Mo
doems dgbbgsl domlb? Moma Mbws dggrabogl ob, ,Mobmab g3o43L
Lodd9?" o Lbgs smmdao dgzombgs, Gm3gmo baboemmdmng
3dMdGM0omadL ,0 om0 d3gd0ms” 019y , K eEMLEYMMbom® baglg
LodyoMmb s goa303mMbgdL XXI Lo 39bolb dmagst SOS-b.

Ladmmmme, ©sbggbs dggbgds mmagg dsboggb@al modgom
babEeb.  LadBmbomme, sm30mgdgemos  gnFemgdal  go-
dobgnmgds dondg, Goms Rogbzogm mebsdgommgg ogs@mab
Ggoma® babgb — 8065090l 30xds* s dgz0bbegmma ,d0mals
dobogsbo Lobbmegbal® d0bgbgda, asdmgsgmabmo dobo g-
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Ozlem Atay

University of Patras (Greece)
Greek Author Thrasos Kastanakis and Istanbul

Concept of place, adding meaning to the existence efforts of hu-
mankind, is one of the elements that make up a novel. This concept,
providing the individual with a sense of belonging, is a background
for the event to occur in a novel, and gives the reader a strong sense
of reality during the narration of events. Cities are places where so-
cieties exist and belong. Except for geographical existence, the city
created in literature is fictional. Sometimes, a city becomes one of
the heroes of a novel, and the novel becomes meaningful with its
existence.

One of these cities is undoubtedly Istanbul, which has hosted ci-
vilizations, cultures, different religions and languages for centuries
by combining East and West. In our study, Istanbul will be discussed
through Hatzi Manuil 1940 by Thrasos Kastanakis, the Greek author
born in Istanbul. Many different faces — dark, attractive, vivid, ago-
nistic, and compassionate — of cosmopolitan Istanbul during the
First World War will be addressed within the scope of literature-city
relationship.

In this study, places and districts that make up the identity of the
city, their inhabitants, and their traces that make up the character
of the city will be addressed based on the literary representation of
the city.
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Beka Gkelasvili

Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University (Georgia)

The Theory of the Arbitrariness of the Linguistic Sign
in Classical Greece Language

The history of linguistics in Europe and, more broadly, in the
western world dates back to antiquity. The first written records on
language that have survived until contemporaneity were created in
the vicinity of Classical Greece by philosophers and/or their disciples.
While their discussions are quite comprehensive, dealing with vari-
ous aspects of linguistics, there is one particularly fascinating topic
regarding the very nature of language, namely, whether names (i.e.
words) are imposed on things by convention or by nature.

The aforementioned subject was brought forward in a form of
debate rather than a unanimously settled theory. Interestingly, the
two most prominent ancient Greek philosophers, Plato and Aristot-
le, differed significantly in their approaches to this topic, the former
leaning towards the theory of natural correctness of names, while
the latter supporting the conventional theory. However, it seems
that the debate on the nature of the linguistic sign was initiated
earlier than Plato. The presocratic sources on language are limited,
although there is a quite extensive fragment of Democritus which
deserves attention.

This report aims to focus on one part of the ancient linguistic
debate, i.e. the conventional theory. Democritus, according to the
fragment ascribed to him, is supportive of conventionalism and so
is Hermogenes, one of Socrates’ interlocutors in the dialogue Craty-
lus, who seems to draw some of his arguments from Democritus.
As for Aristotle, he frames his semantic theory in the opening chap-
ters of De Interpretatione where he, apparently, refers to Cratylus
and, although does not mention it specifically, declares his support
for Hermogenes’ conventionalism. My report represents an attempt
to bring together these three sources of argumentation of the arbi-
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trariness of the linguistic sign and demonstrate the interdependence
among them.

Gabriela Canazart
University of Sdo Paulo (Brazil)

Forged Singularity: Achilles’ Arms in the lliad

In lliad 18.478—608, we find the long and much-discussed ekph-
rasis of Achilles’ shield. The Homeric narrator devotes many verses
to describing Hephaestus’ crafting of Achilles’ arms, leading the au-
dience to marvel at such a creation, particularly the hero’s shield.
Because of the length and detail of this description, it may give the
impression that Achilles’ shield and weapons are utterly special and
unmatched by any other set of arms within the Illiad. However, this
is not entirely accurate. Achilles” weapons provoke among the char-
acters reactions similar to those by other sets of arms throughout
the poem, which are generally described in ways that inspire thau-
ma (“wonder”) in the audience and are qualified as thauma idesthai
(“wonder to behold”). In my presentation, | will explore the reactions
provoked by Achilles’” new arms, particularly the fear they cause in
the Myrmidons, and examine to what extent these reactions are sim-
ilar to those elicited by the weapons of other heroes. Furthermore, |
will discuss how the terms thauma and deinos (“awe-inspiring”, “ter-
rible”) are employed within the poem, suggesting that both terms
evoke a shared expectation of marvel among the audience. | will
briefly show that the uniqueness of Achilles’ arms lies not in an in-
herent difference from other heroes’ equipment or the reaction they
cause but rather in the narrative emphasis placed upon them. Thus,
| argue that the shield’s singularity is a product not only of divine
craftsmanship but especially of narrative artistry.
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Elena Donadio
Universita degli Studi di Genova (lItaly)

P. Lit. Lond. 182: an Ancient téxvn ypappatikn and Its Points
of Contact with Scholarly Treatises

The only ancient téxvn ypappartikn that we have nowadays in
its entirety is the Téyvn wrongly attributed to Dionysius Thrax, but
Egyptian papyri preserve fragments of other ancient téyvat, whose
main topic is a description of the parts of speech — one of the two
great topics of ancient grammatical speculation before Apollonius
Dyscolus. Many scholars deem these téxval as mechanical compi-
lations of low quality of contents: actually, they are not mere com-
pilations, but show a conscious reuse of their sources. The differ-
ences between the téyval and scholarly treatises are mainly due
to the difference of intended public — which influences structures,
contents, depth of argumentation, not to the low capacity or poor
culture of the téyval composers: we must consider that these type
of school text was intended for elementary students, so contents
and language had obviously to be simpler than those of treatises in-
tended by scholars to scholars. This elementary destination, though,
does not mean that specialized and erudite theories vehiculated by
scholarly treatises did not affect the téxvat: it is the opposite, as
confirmed by the analysis of influences or contacts between parts
of the papyri and theories of scholars such as Apollonius Dyscolus
or Herodian; moreover the téyvatL sometimes allude to scholarly de-
bates of the period or adopt one of the proposed solutions, showing
a knowledge of contemporary grammatical discussions. This paper
aims to analyze P. Lit. Lond. 182, one of the best preserved fragment
of a téxvn, to show points of contacts or differences between this
work and scholarly treatises, and between this work and other frag-
ments of téxval: with this comparison, we will be more able to un-
derstand some aspects of education in Greek (and Greek speaking)
world during the Roman Empire.
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Luis Alejandro Castro M’Causland

La Sabana University (Colombia)

Sustainability and the Fall of the Western Roman Empire:
Lessons for the 21 century

This paper aims to explore the ecological and societal factors con-
tributing to the fall of the Western Roman Empire in order to draw
parallels to contemporary sustainability challenges in the modern
world. The decline of the empire has been analyzed through various
lenses, from economic stagnation to military overextension. How-
ever, recent interdisciplinary approaches highlight the crucial role
of environmental and social sustainability —or the lack thereof —in
Rome’s collapse.

The Western Roman Empire faced significant environmental pres-
sures, including deforestation, soil depletion, and water misman-
agement, which weakened agricultural productivity and economic
stability. Over-reliance on resource-intensive infrastructure, such
as extensive road networks and aqueducts, created unsustainable
maintenance burdens. Additionally, Ancient Rome’s rigid social hier-
archy and dependence on cheap labor discouraged innovation and
adaptability, leading to systemic stagnation. These environmental
and social crises, exacerbated by climate shifts and external pres-
sures, played a pivotal role in the empire’s fragmentation.

By examining Rome’s decline through an ecological and social
sustainability framework, this paper draws valuable lessons for
modern societies grappling with climate change, resource depletion,
and social inequality. Issues such as unsustainable urban expansion,
economic overreach, and political inflexibility mirror Ancient Rome’s
struggles, underscoring the urgency of adopting resilient, sustainable
policies today. The presentation will conclude with a discussion on
how historical insights can inform contemporary sustainability strat-
egies, emphasizing the need for balanced resource management,
inclusive governance, and long-term environmental stewardship.
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This proposal thus contributes to the broader discourse on the
reception of ancient history in modern contexts proposed by the
Conference by demonstrating how Rome’s failures serve as cau-
tionary tales for current global sustainability efforts. In doing so, it
aligns with the interdisciplinary spirit of Contemporaneity of Antiqui-
ty while offering practical reflections relevant to the modern world.

56



Daliya Nenova
Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski (Bulgaria)

The Transformation of Hades and his Myth in Modern
Storytelling — From Ancient Dread to Romantic Archetype

In this abstract, | will outline my topic of interest and why it is
important. The myth of Hades, the ancient Greek god of the Un-
derworld, has undergone a striking transformation in contemporary
literature, shifting from a figure of dread and inevitability to a ro-
manticized, even eroticized, antihero. This paper explores the mod-
ern reinterpretation of Hades in popular fiction, focusing on two key
authors—Rick Riordan (Percy Jackson & The Olympians, The Heroes
of Olympus) and Scarlett St. Clair (A Touch of Darkness)—to ana-
lyze how their works reflect broader cultural trends in the reception
of classical mythology. By contrasting ancient Greek perceptions of
Hades with his modern literary depictions, this study highlights the
evolving archetype of Hades as both “evil incarnate” and a misun-
derstood, passionately loving figure—a duality that aligns him more
closely with Eros than with his traditional role in antiquity.

Ancient vs. Modern Hades: A Shifting Archetype

In ancient Greek literature and religion, Hades was a feared and
respected deity, associated with death, the afterlife, and the ines-
capable finality of human existence. Unlike Zeus or Poseidon, he
was rarely worshipped in cult practice, and his narratives (e.g., the
abduction of Persephone) emphasized themes of inevitability and
balance rather than redemption or romance. By contrast, modern
retellings-particularly in the fantasy-romance genre — recast Hades
as a brooding, magnetic figure whose “darkness” is not malevolent
but alluring. This paper examines:

Riordan’s Hades: In Percy Jackson, Hades is initially framed as a
villain but gradually humanized, reflecting YA (young adult) litera-
ture’s tendency to complicate “evil” archetypes. His familial conflicts
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and moral ambiguities mirror modern psychological storytelling. He
is also portrayed as a loving and grieving father to two demigod chil-
dren.

St. Clair’s Hades: A Touch of Darkness explicitly eroticizes Hades,
blending the Persephone myth with tropes of modern romance nov-
els. Here, Hades embodies the “dark romance” hero — a powerful
but emotionally vulnerable figure whose love transcends his omi-
nous realm.

Cultural Significance: Why Hades Now?

The romantic rehabilitation of Hades speaks to broader cultural
phenomena:

Reclaiming the “Villain”: Modern audiences gravitate toward
morally complex characters, rejecting binary notions of good/evil.
Hades’ reinterpretation aligns with this trend, offering a mythic tem-
plate for exploring redemption and empathy.

Eros: By conflating Hades with Eros, these narratives eroticize
power dynamics and taboo desire, reflecting contemporary fascina-
tions with “enemies-to-lovers” tropes and the allure of the forbid-
den.

Myth as Flexible Discourse: The plasticity of Greek myths allows
them to be repurposed for modern anxieties — e.g., St. Clair’s Ha-
des resonates with #MeToo — era themes of agency and consent in
Persephone’s retold story.

This paper argues that this transformation reveals how antiquity
is continually reimagined to suit modern ideological and emotional
needs. By analyzing Riordan and St. Clair, we see how mythic figures
are adapted to critique, entertain, and redefine societal values, prov-
ing the “contemporaneity of antiquity” in action.
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Anna Sava

University of Bucharest (Romania)
Self and Time: a Story in Modern Colors

“Birth of the Self”, “invention of the Self”, “evolution of the Self”
— how do they reflect the critical moment of early Modernity? More-
over, are they possible? And what is this “Self” we so easily and
eagerly talk about today? For many, the concept seems to belong to
modern thought (that is, as a product of it): either as an invention
of modern man, or as a discovery entirely distinct from earlier ideas
of personhood. What, then, happens in Modernity, when the Self
“bursts” free into the world? It happens that the human being be-
comes Subject, insofar as it has (re)cognized itself... as having a Self.

In this paper | argue that such a “Self-discovery” is in no way an
arbitrary product of early Modernity, but rather a moment of meta-
physical necessity, one whose premises (already present in Antiqui-
ty) share a common origin with their fulfilment (évépyewa) — an apxm
that is also téAog. Thus, by investigating the relationship between
Antiquity and early Modernity, | propose to discuss the Self from a
perspective that finds in history not its cause, but its effects. | will
therefore explore the meaning and transformations of the famous
“Know Thyself!” (T'v®01 ceavtdv), which links Modernity to Antig-
uity and determines it from the latter. An inquiry mirroring its three
critical moments — represented by the figures of Socrates, Plato and
Descartes (the Self unveiling itself through the latter) — will show
here the forever present relationship between téAog and apxm, anal-
ogous with the one between the Subject and (it)self. However, all
these moments take place within the Self which, although “born” in
time (revealed in Modernity and rooted in Antiquity), cannot be cap-
tured neither in a genealogy, nor in a history, as they, being merely
effects, can never do more but reflect it as their ground.

59



Shi Xiaoyun
Nagoya University (Japan)

Fate and Agency: A Comparative Analysis of Hector’s
Character in Homer’s lliad and the Film Troy (2004)

This paper aims to compare the death of Hector in lliad and the
film Troy (2004), and analyze how Hector’s character is shaped. First-
ly, differing from traditional researches, | approach Hector’s char-
acter through a comparison of two key similes in Books 12 and 22.
Analyzing these similes, | argue that Hector’s image transitions from
an unconscious victim of divine fate to a tragic hero who conscious-
ly embraces his destiny. In Book 12, despite actively attacking the
Achaeans, Hector is compared to a wild boar or lion surrounded by
hunters, a simile that highlights his entrapment in a divine trap of
which he is unaware. This incongruity between this image and his
apparent control of the situation reflects the ancient Greek view of
fate as a force operating beyond human understanding. In contrast,
in Book 22, Hector is likened to an eagle descending from the clouds,
a simile that, despite his dire circumstances, emphasizes his heroic
recognition of fate and his acceptance of death. This image’s detach-
ment from the urgency of his situation underscores the inescapable
nature of divine will in the classical worldview.

By analyzing these similes, | argue that Hector’s character in lliad
is defined by the overpowering influence of the gods and fate. In con-
trast, modern interpretations, such as in the 2004 film Troy, remove
divine intervention entirely. Hector is portrayed as a hero exercising
personal agency, making choices grounded in his human emotions
and responsibilities. This shift from a fate-dominated hero to one
defined by individual autonomy highlights a broader transformation
in heroism, from divine control in ancient times to the emphasis on
human agency in modern narratives. Through this comparison, | ex-
plore how Hector’s image has evolved from a tragic hero shaped by
fate to a modern hero marked by personal choice.
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Olha Yefremova
Mariupol State University (Ukraine)

The Homeric Epic about Penelope and the Specificity of Its
Transformation in Kostas Varnalis’s Novel
“The Diary of Penelope”

The paper examines the transformation of Penelope’s image from
a classical heroine of Homeric epic to a radically reinterpreted char-
acter in Kostas Varnalis’ novel The Diary of Penelope. The main focus
is on the changes in the perception of female roles, power, and so-
cial relations, reflecting the historical context and political realities
of the 20t century.

Homeric Penelope is traditionally perceived as the ideal wife, wise
and faithful, who patiently awaits Odysseus’ return. She embodies
traditional female virtues such as obedience, endurance, and loyalty.
Her primary act of cunning weaving and unweaving the shroud not
only symbolizes her intelligence and resilience but also serves as a
means of passive resistance to imposed social expectations. At the
same time, the double standards in The Odyssey highlight the con-
trast between male freedom and female limitations.

In contrast, Penelope in Varnalis’ work is depicted as an ambi-
tious, authoritative woman who takes control of the situation, using
political intrigue and harsh methods of governance. Not only does
she refuse to wait for Odysseus’ return, but she also establishes a to-
talitarian regime, ruling Ithaca independently. Her character reflects
the historical realities of the 20t century, particularly the experienc-
es of Nazi occupation, collaboration, and the Greek Civil War.

Thus, Varnalis’ novel is not only a literary reflection on an an-
cient myth but also a critical reinterpretation of historical events.
The transformation of Penelope from a submissive wife to a dictator
illustrates a shift in perceptions of power, morality, and the role of
women in society, making her an ever-relevant figure throughout
history.
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