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David Collier, Jason Seawright, and Gerardo L. Munck, Chapter
2: “The Quest for Standards: King, Keohane, and Verba’s
Designing Social Inquiry”, in Brady H. E., Collier D. ed.,
Rethinking Social Inquiry: Diverse Tools, Shared Standards,
(Rowman and Littlefield Publisher, Inc. Oxford).

Van Evera S. Guide to Methods for Students of Political Science;
Cornell University Press; Ithaca and London; Chapters 1-6.

“Instructions for Authors”, Journal of International Relations and
Development, Palgrave. http://www.palgrave-




journals.com/jird/author instructions.html

List of international journals in International Relations:
http://canterbury.libguides.com/content.php?pid=30649&sid=22
4128

Guide to Grant proposal writing:
http://www.washcoll.edu/offices/provost-and-

dean/grantwriting.php
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Course/Module Syllabus

Course title

Academic Practice seminar: Writing and Reviewing Journal
Article and Writing Grant Proposal
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Author(s) S. Neil MacFarlane,
Lester B. Pearson Professor of International Relations, The
University of Oxford

Lecturer(s) S. Neil MacFarlane, Lester B. Pearson Professor of International

Relations, The University of Oxford, TSU Honorary Doctorate
Tel: 595 13 00 64
E-mail: neil.macfarlane@politics.ox.ac.uk

Course code

Course status

1.Faculty of Social and Political Sciences

2. PhD Level

3. Required

Course Objectives

The aim of this set of workshopsisto develop the PhD
students’ skills in writing and peer-reviewing academic
articles for publication in international academic peer-
reviewed journals and help them to be competent in
preparing academic grant proposals for attracting funding for
academic research.

Number of credits (ECTS) and
hours

5 ECTS;

30 Contact hours with students throughout semester
95 Hours for students’ independent work throughout
semester:

- 70 hours for presentations

- 25 hours for reading assignments

Prerequisites

N/A

Learning Outcomes:

Knowledge and Awareness:

Thefirst half of the course sessions will be dedicated to
students’ presentations and comments on draft journal
articles and the second part of the seminars will be dedicated




to development of writing skills of research grant proposals.
Application of Knowledge/Practical Skills:

Each student will be giver the task and schedule in advance
to prepare a) academic article, b) peer reviews on the articles
of his’her class mates and c) grant proposal and review of
others’ proposals.

Learning Skills:

The students will be able to communicate their scientific
opinion and research results to the public in written form. They
will be able to engage in international competition for research
funding worldwide.

Course Content:

The major content offering during the first period will be
insights into how the academic article is written, structured,
communicated, edited and peer-reviewed. Here, the group will
have student presentations of their proposed article question
and structure with accompanying group discussion. Each
presentation will be followed by a comment from a second
student and then a discussion.

In a similar fashion, second half of the course will concentrate
on how grant proposals are written for international and
national research funding organizations. Each student would
prepare a research project proposal for group discussion with
one student reviewing and critically assessing the presenter’s
work.

Teaching/learning methods

Format:

Presentations and discussions during seminars

Applied Methods:

Preparing journal article and grant proposal, preparing
presentations on the topic, discussing each other’s presentations.

Assessment criteria

Attendance and participation — 30%
Presentation — 30%

Journal article — 20%

Grant proposal — 20%

Required readings

David Collier, Jason Seawright, and Gerardo L. Munck, Chapter
2: “The Quest for Standards: King, Keohane, and Verba’s
Designing Social Inquiry”, in Brady H. E., Collier D. ed.,
Rethinking Social Inquiry: Diverse Tools, Shared Standards,
(Rowman and Littlefield Publisher, Inc. Oxford).

Van Evera S. Guide to Methods for Students of Political Science;
Cornell University Press; Ithaca and London; Chapters 1-6.

“Instructions for Authors”, Journal of International Relations and
Development, Palgrave. http://www.palgrave-
journals.com/jird/author _instructions.html

List of international journals in International Relations:
http://canterbury.libguides.com/content.php?pid=30649&sid=22
4128

Guide to Grant proposal writing:




http://www.washcoll.edu/offices/provost-and-

dean/grantwriting.php

Additional readings N/A

Additional information N/A

Each presenter to talk for about 10-15 minutes on their article/project: what it’s about, why
bother, what’s the argument, what’s the method, and what problems you have with it.

Then each peer reviewer has 5-10 minutes for reviewing the article/project.
Then we open for general discussion.

Template for Peer Reviews:
1. Recommendation to the editors (put an “X” by your recommendation):

Accept for publication
Revise and resubmit
Reject

2. Comments for the editor
If you recommend reject, you need to explain to the editor why.

3. Comments for the author:

The issues that the peer reviewer should cover here are:

Is the subject clear?

Does the author make clear why the subject isimportant?
Is the argument clear and reasonable?

Isthe analysis properly related to existing literature?

Is the method sensible?

Isthe article properly sourced (footnoted)?

What are the strong points?

What are the weak points?

Do you have suggestions as to how the article might be improved?
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