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Course/Module Syllabus

Course title

Contemporary Debates in International Relations Theory
(Part II)

05653900039 853900 LsgMSTMOHOLM MMOIOHNMBYdOL
0900530 (II bsfogro)

Author(s) S. Neil MacFarlane,
Lester B. Pearson Professor of International Relations, The
University of Oxford

Lecturer(s) S. Neil MacFarlane, Lester B. Pearson Professor of

International Relations, The University of Oxford, TSU
Honorary Doctorate Thbilisi State University

Head of International English-language PhD program in
International Relations; TSU.

(The program was developed and been administered by The Center for

Social Sciences under framework of OSI HESP grant project —
Graduate Programs at FSPS, TSU; code EO476)

Tel: 2 102781; 595 13 00 64
E-mail: neil.macfarlane@politics.ox.ac.uk

Course code

Course status

1.Faculty of Social and Political Sciences

2. PhD Levd

3. Required

Course Objectives

The course aims at giving the PhD students in-depth knowledge
of contemporary academic debates in International Relations
Theory; Presented courseis the second part of a set of
lectures and seminars dedicate to discussion of contemporary
debates in International Relations. This part will cover
following topics of the field: Sovereignty and the State,
Globalization and Global Governance, Conflict and Security
and International Justice. Students are given the set of
readings in advance and will have the discussions and
presentation around on-going and up-to —date theoretical
debates in international relations.

The second part of course consists of 25 contact hours during
which the students will get detailed knowledge of four major
themes related to IR Theory contemporary debates.

Students will have to present twice the discourse around the
major topics and during each presentation presenting student
will defend the major argumentations of the author, where
other student/opponent has to defend and argue the
controversial view point based on the academic writings of the
opponents. This format of course will develop in student critical
thinking and argumentation skills and the ability to present and
defend their point of view based on theoretical academic
knowledge of the discipline.

Number of credits (ECTS) and
hours

5 ECTS;
30 Contact hours with students throughout semester




95 Hours for students’ independent work throughout
semester:

- 30 hours for presentations

- 65 hours for reading assignments

Prerequisites

Students must have passed the I part of Contemporary Debates
in IR Theory (themes: System and Society, Neo-Realism and
Neo-Liberalism, Democratic Peace, State and Globalization)

Learning Outcomes:

PhD students will acquire the deep knowledge of major topics
in international relations contemporary debates (four major
themes Sovereignty and the State, Globalization and Global
Governance, Conflict and Security and International Justice).
They also will be capable to be actively involved in academic
discussion on actual topics of IR contemporary debates
defending their point of view with prospect argumentation and
using critical thinking and public debating skills.
Knowledge and Awareness:
The students will acquire profound knoweldge in the
discipline, will be able to critically analize the on-going
debates and up-to date academic knoweldge and scientific
experience in the discipline and use them effecticely for
distributing research and knowledge on internationa level
through scientific publishing, as well as academic practice.
Application of Knowledge/Practical Skills:
Students will be able to:
- Independently plan and conduct academic research in
the field of International Relations;
- Publicly Present the results of the research;
- Publish the research conducted in the discipline in
international refereed journals as a scientific work;
- Prepare new courses and seminars, and teach using
new methodologies.

Learning Skills:

The students will be able to communicate their scientific
opinion and research results to the public orally as well asin
written form. They will be able to engage in theoretica
discussion with the specialists from the sphere on
international level; participate in international conferences;
the program supports the students to engage in international
academic networks.

Reasoning:

The students will be able to synthesize the existed knowledge
within the discipline and generate a new one. They will be
able to conduct academic research, criticaly evaluate
different relevant approaches, and represent ways of problem
solving based on theoretical knowledge and methodological
skills of research.

Values:

The students will demonstrate the scholar’s responsibility for
the society and scientific circles;, they will be able to
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critically evaluate analytical articles, scientific research, etc.
One of the main objectives of the program is to develop
respect towards scientific values that includes scientific
ethics, plagiarism, and responsibility towards the research
object.

Course Content:

See appendix 1

Teaching/learning methods

Format:

Discussions during seminars

Applied Methods:

Discussion of Contemporary Debates in IR Theories
Presentations

Reading Assignments

Assessment criteria

Attendance and participation — 30%
Presentation — 40%
Reading Assignments — 30%

Required readings

Sovereignty and The State

Samuel Barkin, “The State and the Nation: Changing Norms and
the Rules of Sovereignty in International Relations,” International
Organization 48:1 (1994).

Thomas Biersteker and Cynthia Weber, eds., State Sovereignty as
Social Construct (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996),
chapters 1, 3, 4, 5 (pages 1-21, 50-147).

Hedley Bull, The Anarchical Society (NY: Columbia University
Press, 1977), chapters 1-3, 11 (pages 3-76, 257-281).
Globalization and Global governance

lan Clark, Globalization and International Relations Theory
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999), chapters 1-4, pp.15-88.
David Held and Anthony McGrew, Governing Globalization
(Cambridge: Polity, 2003, chapters 2 and 3 (pages 46-86).
Andrew Hurrell, Global Order (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
2007), chapters 4 and 8 (pages 95-120 and 194-215).

Conflict and Security

Barry Buzan, People, Sates and Fear (Brighton: Harvester
Wheatsheaf, 1983), pp.1-72.

lan Clark, Globalization and International Relations Theory
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999), chapter 6, pp.107-126.
SN MacFarlane and Y F Khong, The UN and Human Security: A
Critical History (Bloomington, Indiana, Indiana University Press,
2006), Introduction (pages 1-15).

Justice

Kai Alderson and Andrew Hurrell, eds., Hedley Bull on
International Society (Basingstoke: MacMillan, 2000), chapter
VI, pp.206-245.

Ian Clark, Globalization and International Relations Theory
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999), chapter 7, pp.127-145.
All materials (compulsory and additional reading) are available as
in printed versions as well asin E-versions and uploaded to CSS
intranet server. Students have full accessto CSSlibrary and
special code to use the intranet and download the materials. CSS
library islocated in Room # 336, TSU 1 block, 111 floor.

Additional readings

See appendix
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Additional information

Students are requested to pass the I part of the course

‘Contemporary Debates in IR Theory’ from I AY program,

IT semester — series of seminars.
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Course Content

Topic (Lecture/practical
work/etc)

Reading Materials

Theme I - (seminar,
presentations, discussion)
Sovereignty and the State

Topic 1- The State and the
Nation

Topic 2- Sate Sovereignty
as Social Construct

Topic 3- The Anarchical
Society

Topic 4-Global Order

Topic 5- Collective Identity
and the International State

1. Sovereignty and the State

Samuel Barkin, “The State and the Nation: Changing Norms
and the Rules of Sovereignty in International Relations,”
International Organization 48:1 (1994).

Thomas Biersteker and Cynthia Weber, eds., Sate
Sovereignty as Social Construct (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1996), chapters 1, 3, 4, 5 (pages 1-21, 50-
147).

Hedley Bull, The Anarchical Society (NY: Columbia
University Press, 1977), chapters 1-3, 11 (pages 3-76, 257-
281).

Luke Glanville, “The Antecedents of ‘Sovereignty as
Responsibility’”, European Journal of International
Relations 17:2 (2010).

Andrew Hurrell, Global Order (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 2007), Chapter 2 (pages 25-56).

Alexander Wendt, “Collective Identity and the International
State,” American Political Science Review 88:2 (1994).

Theme II - (seminar,
presentations, discussion)
Globalization and Global

Governance

Topic 6 — Globalization and
the State; The Sovereign
State

Topic 7- Governing
Globalization/ Mapping
global governance;

Topic 8 — Global Order /
Complex governance
beyond the State

2. Globalization and Global Governance

lan Clark, Globalization and International Relations Theory
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999), chapters 1-4,
pp.15-88.

David Held and Anthony McGrew, Globalization/Anti-
Globalization (Cambridge: Polity, 2002). Pages 1-25.

David Held and Anthony McGrew, Governing
Globalization (Cambridge: Polity, 2003, chapters 2 and 3
(pages 46-86).

Andrew Hurrell, Global Order (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 2007), chapters 4 and 8 (pages 95-120 and 194-215).

John Gerrard Ruggie, “Territoriality and Beyond:
Problematizing Modernity in International Relations,”
International Organization 47:1 (1993). Can be accessed at:
dhttp://ic.ucsc.edu/~rlipsch/Pol272/Ruggie. Territoriality.pdf.
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Topic 9 — The Myth of the
Powerless State

Linda Weiss, The Myth of the Powerless Sate (Cambridge:
Polity, 1998), chapters 1,2,6,7, pp.1-40, 167-212.

Theme III — (Workshops,
Presentations, Discussion)
Conflict and Security

Topic 10- The Security
State

Topic 11- The UN and
Human Security

Topic 12- The Renaissance
of Security Studies

3. Conflict and Security

Barry Buzan, People, Sates and Fear (Brighton: Harvester
Wheatsheaf, 1983), pp.1-72.

lan Clark, Globalization and International Relations Theory
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999), chapter 6, pp.107-
126.

Andrew Hurrell, Global Order (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 2007), Chapter 7 (pages 165-193).

SN MacFarlane and Y F Khong, The UN and Human
Security: A Critical History (Bloomington, Indiana, Indiana
University Press, 2006), Introduction (pages 1-15).

Stephen Walt, “The Renaissance of Security Studies,”
International Sudies Quarterly 35:2 (1991), pp.211-239.

Theme IV — (Seminars,
Presentations, discussions)
Justice

Topic 13- Justice in
International Relations

Topic 14- The Purpose of
Internvention

Topic 15- Ethics in IR

Topic 16- Global Order:
State Solidarism and Global
Liberalism; The state of
International Society and
Pursuit of Justice

4, Justice

Kai Alderson and Andrew Hurrell, eds., Hedley Bull on
International Society (Basingstoke: MacMillan, 2000),
chapter V111, pp.206-245.

lan Clark, Globalization and International Relations Theory
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999), chapter 7, pp.127-
145.

Martha Finnemore, The Purpose of Intervention: Changing
Beliefs about the Use of Force (Ithaca: Cornell University
Press, 2003), chapters 1, 2, 4 (pp.1-52 and 85-140).

Mervyn Frost, Ethicsin International Relations (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1996), pp. 1-40, 104-136.

Andrew Hurrell, Global Order (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 2007), chapters 3 and 12 (pages 57-94 and 287-318)
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