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PhD Program of the Institute for European Studies of Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State

University

XII. Name of the PhD Program:

PhD Program in European Studies

XIII.  Academic degree to be awarded:

PhD in European Studies

XIV. ECTSin total:

180 ECTS, duration of the program — 6 semesters

XV.  Language of instruction: English

XVI.  Purpose of PhD Program:

The goal of the interdisciplinary and interfaculty PhD Program in European Studies is to
process the research on European integration, its legal, political, economic and historical-
cultural aspects, as well as the generation of new scientific knowledge and training of the
experts in the indicated field - taking into account the regional context and the role of
Georgia within this region.

Considering the goals and the concept of the Institute for European Studies as established
by the European Union, it is important to prepare the professionals locally, in order to
involve them into the practical activities of various governmental or non-governmental
structures. It is up to the new generation of experts of European Studies to undertake the
significant liability which is the development of fully-fledged scientific and teaching activity.

The program is oriented on preparation of researchers who acquire good understanding of



the global versatile problem, basics of these issues, tools of research for identification of
problems and ways of solving them.

PhD Program in European Studies aims to implement the theoretical and the practical
issues related to the European Union by applying the interdisciplinary approach. On the one
hand, this will enable the future scientists to get into deep and all-encompassing research on
the European Union from the perspective of the legal, economic, social-political and
historical visions. While on the other hand this is the opportunity to share with the future
generation of the students the innovative approaches on solving the particular scientific

problems.

XVII. Admission requirements to the PhD Program:

The student of the PhD Program in European Studies might become a person holding
the Master’s Academic Degree as per minimum, who also shall pass English language
on B2 level or submit a certificate confirming the appropriate knowledge. Those
willing to enroll are also asked to submit the research project and to undergo the
interview with the jury. Foreign citizens and stateless persons shall make applications in

accordance with relevant Georgian legislation.

XVIII.  Learning Outcomes: Graduates shall acquire the following generic and field

competences:

# | Criteria of the
Learning

Outcomes

1 | Knowledge and | Has realized the ways of solving the issues belonging to the

Understanding relevant field. Holds the deep and the systematic




knowledge of the European Union and its institutions, its
decision-making and integration process, as well as the
various policies implemented by the European Union, its
role as a global actor in the world, which enables him/her
to form the new vision of solving of the set of complex
problems. Besides, the students will get the complete
knowledge of research principles and methods applicable to

the field of work.

Skill of applying | Acting independently within the new multidisciplinary

of the knowledge | and interdisciplinary international environment;

into the practice | identification of the complex problems, the skill of
independent research, explanation and application of the
normative, economic, political basis and the relevant
methodology for their solving. Capacity to investigate and
develop new knowledge in one or more fields related to
European studies. Besides the students will aquire the skill
of interpretation of the process undergoing in European
Union by means of applying of the various interdisciplinary
methodology within the global, national, regional and local
contexts and will make a significant and original

contribution to the knowledge in the field.

Ability to make | Students will be skilled in:

informed

judgments  and The ability of collecting and analyzing of data relevant to

. the field. The ability to develop the comprehensive
conclusions




conclusions while using the mixed methods of the research
i.e. Critical analysis, synthesis and assessment of
developments in Europe in politics, economics, national,
cultural and regional aspects. Viewing the perspectives in
relation to contemporary developments and finding the
ways for solving the current problems: the ability to
monitor of the ongoing events in Europe and the European
integration, critical analysis of the complex and
contradictory concepts and the ideas, interpretation and

making of the appropriate judgments.

Effective

communications

Graduates will be able to:

e Communicate the issues related to the research with
professionals and wider public; Explain and critique
theoretical propositions, methodologies and
conclusions as well as complex and contradictory
ideas and concepts;

¢ Communicate results of the research to peers and
the community;

e Prepare the detailed written reports on the ideas,
the existing problems and the ways of their solution;

o Transfer orally the information to the specialists and
wider public in Georgian and foreign languages;

e Creatively apply the new information through
communicational technologies;

e Apply the appropriate terminology on the topic of
the European Union in native and foreign
languages.

Capacities to
teach/ to continue

learning/ learning

The graduates will be able to plan , upgrade and implement
the teaching process effectivelty.

Apart from this, the graduates will be able understand
independently:




skills

The necessity to follow further developments in the

field of study;

Use the necessary skills to search the relevant
information and data, analyze and make the
informed judgments and choices;

Evaluate their own studying process consequently
and multilaterally, verify the need to go on further
with the studies.

Hold the skill of tracing the economic, legal and
political changes in order to update the knowlede
on permanent basis.

Develop the skill to teach and to learn within the
framework of the European Union through
integrating the various interdisciplinary

methodologies.

Values

The graduates will:

Understand the significance of European integration

and correlation of its institutions;

Understand the role of EU in preserving and

promoting peace in the region and world;
Respect the cultural identity of each nation;

Offer higher standards to the society in different
spheres of life;

Ensure implementation of the European values and

practices.

Besides, graduates will

be aware of the ethical requierments in Higher




Education Instituttions.
facilitate implementation of the students’ rights;

participate into the process of formation of the

values and introduce them.

Carrier Outlook

PhD Program in European Studies provides the valued competences for teaching, directing of

the independent research and proposing opportunities of the carrier in the following fields:

XIX.

Higher educational institutions

Public organizations

Non-governmental organizations, European institutes

Political organizations

Private business

Consulting organizations

Media and information centers

The PhD in European Studies will be able to continue with high quality academic

research activities (such as post-doc or individual research projects) in Georgia as well

as abroad.

Methods to achieve the learning outcomes:

Verbal method

Discussion/debates/role playing(EuroSIM)




o Problem-based learning (PBL)

o Case analysis/deduction/induction/synthesis/interpretation

o Brainstorming

o Team work

o Method of working with the scientific literature

o Administration of the moot courts /Providing scientific assistance

o Method of demonstration / presentation

o Method of writing assignments/ academic writing

o Contemporary interdisciplinary research methods / the research design

XX. System of Evaluation of the Student’s Knowledge:

Student’s knowledge is evaluated with 100 points system;

In order to get the credit (ECTS) the minimal assessment is 51 points;

The student’s knowledge is assessed according to the following scheme:

Points Assessment
91-100 Excellent. A
81-90 Very good, B
71-80 Good, C

61-70 Satisfactory, D
51-60 Sufficient, E
41-50 Not passed, FX
0-40 Failed, F

PhD student while assessment of the thesis work uses the following system

Points

Assessment

summa cum laude

Assessment (excellent)

magna cum laude

Very good (the result which exceeds fully the




set requirements)

Cum laude Good (result, which exceeds the set
requirements)

Bene Average (result, which meets the set
requirements)

Rite Satisfactory (result, which notwithstanding
the faults nevertheless meets the set
requirements)

Insufficienter Non-satisfactory (the result, which does not

satisfy the set requirements due to the

significant faults)

sub omni canone

Completely non-satisfactory the result,
which does not satisfy the set requirements

at all)

In case of getting excellent, very good, good, average and satisfactory assessments, the PhD

student is awarded with the academic degree of the Doctor of European Studies. In the event

of non-satisfactory assessment the PhD student is assigned with the right to submit the to

submit the processed thesis work within one year. In case of the completely non-satisfactory

assessment the PhD student loses the right to submit the same thesis work.

XXI. Components of the PhD Program:




To the teaching component is assigned with 60 ECTS, and the research component — 120

ECTS.

Mandatory courses of the teaching component:

Academic writing (by Dr. Giuli Shabashvili)-5 ECTS;

Teaching and learning methods (by Dr. Ether Gvineria) — 5 ECTS;

Qualitative methods and research design in European Studies - 5 ECTS (by Dr. Marat
Akopian);

Assistance to Professor — 5 ECTS;

Two seminars presented to the audience - 20 ECTS;

Idea of Europe (by Dr. Marat Akopian)- 5 ECTS;

Advanced EU Law (by Dr. Natia Lapiashvili) - 5 ECTS.

Other courses are elective and are from four trends: law, economic sciences, politics and

humanities:

1. Comparative Course on EU (Supranational) and UN (Universal) International
Organization (by Dr. Ketevan Khutsishvili) - 5 ECTS;

2. Electoral Politics in Europe (by Dr. Marat Akopian)- 5 ECTS;

3. Advanced European Economics (Dr. Merab Abdaladze) - 5 ECTS;

4. Quantitative Methods/Applied Statistics with SPSS (Dr. Kartlos Kachiashvili)- 5
ECTS.

The individual educational plan is elaborated by The PhD students within the framework of

the general university scheme that is to be agreed with the scientific supervisor and the head

of the PhD Program.

The research component covers preparation of two colloquiums in total of 40 ECTS (20 ECTS

each) as well as the preparation and defense of PhD dissertation that counts for 80 ECTS.



XXII.  Map of the learning Outcomes:

Result Knowledge | Ability to Ability to | Communicati | Ability | Values
and apply the make on ability to learn
realization | knowledge conclusio

Subject into the n
practice
Teaching and | X X X X X X
learning methods
Academic writing | X X X X X X
Qualitative X X X X
methods and
research design in
European Studies
Idea of Europe X X X X X X
Advanced EU Law | X X X X X X
Comparative X X X X X X
Course on EU
(Supranational)
and UN
(Universal)
International
Organization
Electoral Politics | X X X X X X




in Europe

European

Economics

Advanced X X X X X

SPSS

Quantitative X X X X
Methods/Applied

Statistics with

XXIII.

XXIV.

XXVI.

XXVII.

Head of the PhD Program:

TSU Full Professor Dr. Ketevan Khutsishvili

Academic facilities of the Institute for European Studies :

Material and technical base of the Program: space of 252 m? fully equipped, resource
center with contemporary technologies, two class-rooms and one conference hall, the

library with updated scientific literature, as well as three office rooms.

Number of the PhD students to be admitted to the PhD Programs:

15 PhD students at most will be admitted to the PhD Program.
Professors attached to the PhD Program:
TSU professors (Full, Associate, Assistant) as well as invited professors holding PhD

degree are attached to the program.

Financial Support of the Program:




The PhD Program is supported by the European Union through its ENP1/2012/306-
124 grant, while upon completion of the project Ivane Javakhishvili Thbilisi State

University will undertake the full patronage.



