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1. Program Title: International Relations
International, English-language program is being developed and administered at TSU by the Center for Social
Sciences within OS HESP grant (code EO476)

2. Academic Supervisor of the program:
S. Neil MacFarlane, (neil.macfarlane@politics.ox.ac.uk) Lester B. Pearson Professor of International Relations; Head,
Department of Politics and International Relations, Oxford University

3. Academic Degree Offered: PhD in International Relations.

4. Qualification of the program

Goals and objectives:

The aim of international PhD program in IR is to facilitate preparation of a new generation of scholarsin International
Relations able to carry research based teaching through all cycles of University education, generate new knowledge
production and become members of international academic networks advancing scholarship in areas of their
specialization.

The teaching curriculum has three major objectives: to support and enrich students’ doctoral research; to deepen
students’ knowledge of the discipline; to strengthen students’ skills as academic practitioners. The curriculum has
three streams. substantive, methodological, and preparation for academic practice.

The teaching component of the program continues for a minimum of three terms of studies, each of which includes:
research design seminars (interdisciplinary methodology, and work-in-progress seminars), discipline-specific core
seminars, and academic practice seminars (teaching and supervision practice, research management, writing an
academic article, writing a grant proposal).

Students will pass following phases during their study process:

Phase 1: Basic methodological training in Thilis

Phase 2: Research design and enrolment in more advanced methods options abroad (many EU and US
universities offer intensive training workshops in methods)

Phase 3: Co-supervision of doctoral thesis, involving a Georgian scholar as internal supervisor and a
foreign scholar as external supervisor.

Learning Outcomes

After graduation from international PhD program in IR the students will acquire a new and deepened knowladge in
discipline, will be able to generate a new knowledge in the field, critically analyse academic research implemented by
others and apply existing experience for spreading it on international scale through scientific publications as well as
pedagogica work. They will be able to demonstrate:

- Fundamental knowledge of classical texts and contemporary debates in International Relations

- Skillsfor planning and implementation if independent scientific work

- Skillsto make effective public presentations on fulfilled research

- Knowledge and skills to publish high quality academic article on implemented research in international
peer-reviewed journals

- Ebility of developing infependentely academic program in the field, preparing new lecture courses and
seminars and publishing them as a handbooks

- Teaching skills for delivering courses and seminars on BA, MA and PhD level using innovated
methodologies of teaching

a) Knowledge and Awar eness



The graduates of the PhD program will acquire profound knoweldge in the discipline, will be able to critically analize
the academic knoweldge and scientific experience in the discipline and use them effecticely for distributing research
and knowledge on international level through scientific publishing, aswell as academic practice.

b) Application of Knowledge/Practical Skills
Program graduates will be able to:

- Independently plan and conduct academic research in the field of International Relations;

- Publicly Present the results of the research;

- Publish the research conducted in the discipline in international refereed journals as a scientific work;
- Prepare new courses and seminars, and teach using new methodologies.

¢) Reasoning

The program graduates will be able to synthesize the existed knowledge within the discipline and generate a new one.
They will be able to conduct academic research, critically evaluate different relevant approaches, and represent ways
of problem solving based on theoretical knowledge and methodological skills of research.

d) Communication skills

The program graduates will be able to communicate their scientific opinion and research results to the public orally as
well as in written form. They will be able to engage in theoretical discussion with the specialists from the sphere on
international level; participate in international conferences, the program supports the students to engage in
international academic networks.

€) Learning Skills

The program graduates will be able to synthesize the existed knowledge within the discipline and generate a new one;
independently develop new academic program in the field, prepare new courses and seminars, publish them as
handbooks and teach using new methodologies. The program graduates should be able to spread and transfer the
knowledge they acquire.

f) Values

The program graduates will demonstrate the scholar’s responsibility for the society and scientific circles; they will be
able to critically evaluate anaytical articles, scientific research, etc. One of the main objectives of the program is to
develop respect towards scientific values that includes scientific ethics, plagiarism, and responsibility towards the
research object.

5. Employment opportunities:

International PhD program in IR will encourage creation of a new generation in International Relations in Georgia.
This cohort of young scientists will be able to be involved in promotion of high quality academic teaching and
research in IR in al levels of higher education (BA, MA and PhD). Graduates of PhD program in IR will have
capacity to get both administrative and academic leading positions at the universities. They also will be able to work as
high qualified experts and have the leading functions in think-tanks, governmental, international or local non-
governmental organizations.

6. Preconditionsfor Admission:
- Master’s degree in Social Sciences, MA degree in IR is preferable
- English language proficiency — B2 level - demonstrated either by taking the corresponding examination
at TSU language Center or submitting standardized English Language test scores (TOEFL IBT 82 or
equivalent on IELTS 6.2, Cambridge, etc.)

Admission requirements for prospective doctoral students are quite straightforward — any student with MA (as
required by the Higher Education Law) may apply. The selection process will be based on a research proposal,
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presented by the student to the selection committee. The semi-finalists will have to pass an interview as well.
Ultimately, their admission also depends on the availability of faculty members (both local, and, if applicable, foreign)
with corresponding research interests.

Application procedure and selection:

- Submission of application form and first round selection

- English language examination (requirement B2 level)

- Interview of semi-finalists
All registered applicants have to pass Research Methods Training Module consisted of following courses: Philosophy of
Social Sciences, Introduction to Applied Statistics and Social Research Methods. Candidates who have already
completed equivalent coursework at the MA level may request exemption from this requirement. If they wish to request
exemption, they must provide the syllabi for the courses they have taken and also the marks received to the Admissions
Commission and to the DTU officerl.

7. Structure of the PhD Program

Language of instruction: English
Length of study: four years

Students are obliged to cover the teaching component — substantive (discipline specific core seminars), research design
seminars and academic practice (pedagogy, academic writing/journal article, grant proposal and academic program
administration) — that will take minimum three semesters and dissertation (five semesters).

The number of PhD credits is set by the law at a minimum of 180 ECTS credits, mostly allocated for independent
research. The whole program is divided into 1) Resear ch and 2) Teaching components.

140 ECTSiis devoted to graduate students’ independent research.

The teaching component of doctoral credits, as defined by TSU is at least 40 credits which are divided between
following components:

- 20 ECTS - Substantive discipline-specific courses

- 10 ECTS- Research Methods Training

- 10 ECTS- doctoral colloquiums| and Il

- 5 ECTS- Innovative Teaching Methods — practice of teaching.

The benchmarks of PhD progress and feedback systems are provisionally set at three stages:. the first stage - at the end
of the second academic term, students submit their research proposal for evaluation; the second stage is completed at
the end of the training process, after three terms, when students submit the conceptual part of the paper and the first
substantive chapter. (These chapters will be assessed by external examiners.) The third stage is the submission of the
complete thesis, followed by a defense, again including external examiners.

Discipline-specific curricula for PhD program in IR

Phase 1. Basic methodological training (maths for statistics and quantitative analysis, philosophy of
socia science) in Thilis in concentrated modules.
Phase 2: Enrolment in substantive and research design seminars and in more advanced methods options
abroad (many EU and US universities offer intensive training workshops in methods), Training in
academic practice.
Phase 3: Preparation of the doctora thesis, with a Georgian scholar as internal supervisor and a foreign
scholar as external supervisor.

The teaching curriculum in IR has three major objectives: to support and enrich students’ doctoral research; to deepen

students’ knowledge of the discipline; to strengthen students’ skills as academic practitioners.

The curriculum has three streams: substantive, methodological, and preparation for academic practice.

! Detailed description of Research Methods Training module is given in Appendix # 1



It presumes that students will have received substantial methodological training in the first and second degree cycles.
A completed MA ininternational relationsis normally a prerequisite for admission to the doctorate.

Curriculum for thefirst term (fall 2010):

Substantive: Subject Seminar (1): Classic texts in international relations (eight sessions of two hours), 5
ECTS.

Method: Research Design Seminar (1): Choosing and refining a research question (six sessions of two hours),
5 ECTS.

Academic Practice: The Practice of Teaching (1): Delivering alecture (six sessions of 1.5 hours), 2.5 ECTS.

Second term (spring 2011)

Substantive: Subject Seminar (2): Contemporary debates (four sessions of two hours), 5 ECTS

Method: Research Design (2): Choosing a Method and writing a proposal (six sessions of two hours), 5
ECTS.

Academic Practice: The Practice of Teaching (2): Leading seminars (six sessions of two hours), 2.5 ECTS

Third term (fall 2011)

Substantive:  Subject Seminar (3): Contemporary debates (four sessions of two hours), 5 ECTS
Method: Research Design (3): Work in Progress (six sessions of 1.5 hours)

Academic Practice Preparing ajourna article (3 sessions of 1.5 hours), Writing grant proposals (3 sessions of
1.5 hours)

Fourth Period (April-June 2012)

Substantive:  Subject Seminar (3): Contemporary debates (four sessions of two hours), 5 ECTS
The focusin this period will be on continuing supervision of doctoral research.
Academic Practice - Programme Administration (research and teaching) (4 sessions of 1.5 hours), Doctoral
supervision techniques and problems (4 sessions of 1.5 hours).
Remaining terms — the focus in this period will be on continuing supervision of doctoral research.

Detailed timeline of the program:

The following are provisional aspects of the duration and phases of doctoral program. After the research proposal
workshop, students will start three terms of studies (i.e. periods of study in September-January and February-June),
each of which includes: research design seminars (interdisciplinary methodology, and work-in-progress seminars),
discipline-specific core seminars, and academic practice seminars (teaching practice, research management, writing an
academic article, writing a grant proposal).

Students will be given a chance to spend a term (or less) at a well-established foreign university according to their
research needs.

The benchmarks of PhD progress and feedback systems are provisionally set at three stages. at the first stage, at the
end of the second academic term, students submit a research proposal for evaluation; the second stage is completed at
the end of the training process, after three terms, when students submit the conceptual part of the paper and the first
substantive chapter. (These chapters will be assessed by external examiners.) The third stage is the submission of the
complete thesis, followed by a defense, again including external examiners.

Supervision of the thesis will be dual — by alocal and foreign supervisor, if researchers and funds are available. The
thesis must be written and defended in English if the co-supervisor is aforeign academic.

Teaching by graduate students will be limited, and considered to be part of their doctoral training. PhD students will be
involved in undergraduate and graduate teaching assistance, apart from their own research and training. Departments
will take responsibility in providing them with adequate paid teaching experience.



International PhD programs will begin from September 2010 and end by December 2014. Duration of the whole
program is 4 academic years. Bellow is provided detailed schedule and timeline for proposed activities.

Academic Dates: Activities Special Deadlines
Year
| September 2010 — August 2011 Study component and (IR) End of July 2011 -
submission of research proposal
Teaching practice
I September 2011 — August 2012 Study component and (IR) End of December 2011 (after
three terms)— Submission of
Teaching practice conceptual part of the paper and
the first substantive chapter.
Spring semester of 2011-2012 -
student’s approval for Candidacy
11 September 2012 — August 2013 Teaching practice
Thesis writing with supervision.
\% September 2013 — October 2014 | Thesiswriting End of November 2014-PhD

Thesis submission

Thesis submission
End of February 2015 - PhD

thesis Defense
Oral defense
8. Grading Scheme
Scores Evaluation Classification of GPA
Evaluation

91%-100% (A) “Excellent” Positive 4.0
81%-90% (B) “Very good” Positive 3.0
71%-80% (C) “Good” Positive 2.0
61%-70% (D) “Satisfactory” Positive 1.0
51%-60% (E) “Sufficient” Positive 0.5
41%-50% (FX) “Marginal Fail” Negative 0.0

( Failed with the right to resit an exam)
0%-40% (P “Fail” Negative 0.0

(Has to retake the course)

The dissertation is evaluated according to the following scheme:

summa cum laude

Excellent, 91% and more

magna cum laude

Result is very good and completely exceed the requirements, 81-

41-50%

90%
cum laude Result is good and exceed the requirements, 71-80%
bene Result completely meets the requirements, 61-70%
rite Despite the gaps result meets the requirements, 51-60%
insufficienter Result does not meet the requirements because of significant gaps,

sub omni canone

Result that does not meet the requirements at all, 40 % and less

9. Facilities

CSS created one of the few social science libraries in Georgia, and it is extensively used both by the faculty and
students of TSU. This project envisages the constant updating of the library based on the needs of the workshops
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(administrative training, research training, methodology training) as well as the students’ requirements for books,
databases, online journals, etc. The upgrading of databases and the library will be closely coordinated with the partner
institutions, to avoid double charging of expenses.

9. Number of Students: 7
10. CVsof respected faculty is attached in appendix 2
11. Contact Persons:

George Khelashvili, CSS Graduate Studies Project Director (gkhelashvili@ucss.ge)
Diana Lezhava, CSS Doctoral Training Coordinator (d.lezhava@css.ge).
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