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Abstract

The dissertation thesis African American Women in the United States Armed Forces:
Contributions and Challengesfocuses on two main areas. Particularly, the role of African
American women at wars (the Civil war, the First and Second World Wars, the Vietnam War
and The Persian Gulf Wars) and the role and impact of above mentioned wars on full

integration.

The dissertation simultaneously combines ethnic, racial and gender issues in a military context.
The paper discusses how racial, ethnic, and gender discrimination was eliminated from the Civil
War to the Gulf Wars; the research shows how these wars have become a means and barometer

of the level of integration into civil society for African American women.

Also, the research (through an interview) reveals what challenges African-American women
face and what the situation is like in the United States Armed Forces today; in what way has the
attitude of the federal government (the reforms carried out) changed through the involvement
of African American women and how has the willingness to promote their integration been

manifested.

The contribution and challenges of African American women in the armed forces are not among
the issues studied (not only in Georgia but also in the United States) and there is no systematic
knowledge of the issue indeed. The dissertation research will be helpful in both its theoretical

and practical terms.

The paper presents important issues such as: when and how the terms of historical and national
significance Americanand African American were established, when individual states became
united, what factors contributed to it and how big / small was the role of the minority in the
above mentioned issues. Also, the research has clearly shown that each war is a separate
historical event that changed the existence of the African-American race. Each single war has
led to quite an interesting result; the accomplishments of African American women are
immeasurable. However, the paper reveals how war has become a problem-solving tool and an

interesting lever in African-American life.

As a result, the contribution and challenges of African American women to the United States
became clear and the barometric role of the above mentioned wars in integrating African

American women into civil society is more than distinct.

Key words: the United States of America, African American women, military area, civil rights, racism.
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“This juice from tomatoes is not called

merely juice. It is always called tomato juice. If you go

in to a restaurant desiring tomato juice you do not

order the waiter to bring you “juice”; you request,

distinctly, TOMATO juice. The juice from cranberries

is called cranberry juice. The juice form oranges is called orange juice. The [writing] from
Black [writers] is called Black [writing].”
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